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Guidelines for Parish Political Activity

Following are frequently asked questions regarding parish participation with the Coalition to Protect Kids, the
registered Ballot Issue Committee that coordinates opposition to the upcoming Equal Rights Amendment ballot
proposition. Parishes can support the Coalition without engaging in activities that require their own registration with
the Board of Elections. Please refer to this guidance or consult your diocesan attorney with any specific concerns.

Q. The Church enjoys 501(c)(3) tax-exempt entity status based on an IRS ruling. What political activities
are permitted by 501(c)(3) organizations?

A. Distribution of non-partisan voter guides, voter registration and get-out-the-vote drives. Voter guides may
include links to other non-partisan sites in an educational context for informational purposes.

Q. As ab501(c)(3) organization may the church state its position on public policy issues that candidates for
public office are divided on?
An organization may take positions on public policy issues, including issues that divide candidates in an election
for public office if the message does not in any way favor or oppose a candidate. Be aware that the message
does not need to identify the candidate by name to be prohibited political campaign activity. For example, a
message that shows a picture of a candidate, refers to a candidate’s political party affiliations, or contains other
distinctive features of a candidate’s platform or biography may be prohibited political campaign activity.

May Officers, Directors or Employees of a 501(c)(3) Organization Engage in Political Campaign Activity?
Officers, directors and employees of a 501(c)(3) organization may engage in campaign activities as long as
they do so in their individual capacity, it is clear that they are not acting on behalf of the organization and, as
discussed above, are not using any of the organization’s resources to support the activity.
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Are monetary donations the only way to contribute to a Ballot Issue Committee?

No, organizations can make in-kind contributions of hon-monetary resources, such as, goods, services, and
expertise. Certain business activities of nonprofit organizations including, but not limited to, the sale or rental of
mailing lists, or leasing office space, could be considered reportable in-kind contributions.
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Q. Does the use of parish computers and copy machines to download and print campaign pamphlets on
behalf of a Ballot Issue Committee count as an in-kind contribution?
It depends on the particular facts, but generally, yes, the use of an entity’s business resources during business
hours can be viewed as an in-kind contribution that must be reported.

Am | allowed to volunteer to assist a political committee?
Yes, the state Election Law specifically states that individuals who volunteer a portion or all of their time on
behalf of a candidate or political committee are not required to report this value of services as a contribution.
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Is a parish allowed to donate its facility space to host a non-partisan event?

Yes, the state Election Law also states that the use of real or personal property and the cost of invitations, food,
and beverages voluntarily provided to a candidate or political committee on the donor’s premises for candidate-
related activities is not a reportable contribution so long as this does not exceed $500 in value. Because
parishes do not charge groups to use their space, it is not a reportable contribution.
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Are parishes allowed to share print and online materials on behalf of a Ballot Issue Committee?

Yes, so long as the materials contain the appropriate disclosures and do not take a position on partisan political
activity. A best practice here is to make the pamphlets available in a common area in the parish and announce
to parishioners that these pamphlets are available at that location if parishioners wish to educate themselves
more about the issue.
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